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Hopton took over his deserted trust. The only anxiety of the victors now was so to extend their line from sea to sea that the retreating- Eoyalists should neither escape nor break through. But the task was rendered comparatively easy by the utter decay of martial spirit among the Cavalier army. Near Bodmin four of Cromwell's troopers-chased and captured forty-two musketeers ; and on another occasion six troopers took four wagon-loads of ammunition from the convoy guarding them. At the beginning of March Prince Charles took ship and escaped to Scilly; and by the 10th of that month Lord Hopton saw that the only course open to him was to. surrender. His forces were disbanded and dispersed by treaty. Exeter was soon afterwards taken; and in the middle of April Fairfax turned his face once more towards Oxford.
The time was now come when the Lieu ten ant-General might be more needed in Parliament than with the army; and when Fairfax set out for Oxford, he dismissed his colleague to render to the House of Commons an account of the campaign. Thus on April 23rd,, 1646,, the Member for Cambridge appeared once more in his place in the House. Four days afterwards, King Charles, helpless and wearied, followed only by a single attendant, rode out of Oxford, and after a week of aimless, heartsick wandering sought refuge in General David Lesley's quarters near Newark.terms on King and Pa.rllament alike. But he was mistaken in the men with whom he had to do. The New Model Army wanted peace indeed,, but only on condition of the complete triumph of civil and religious liberty. Down to that time this was identified with the supremacy of the Parliament, to which Lord Goring was referred. From St. Mary Ottery the army was removed to Tiverton, because of prevalent sickness ; and Crediton also was occupied the better to straiten Exeter. Early in January Cromwell, by a sudden movement, surprised a party of the enemy at Bovey Tracy, and made many captives. The continuous successes of the Parliamentary generals hastened the demoralisation of the Royalist army. On January 12th, 1646, the siege of Plymouth was raised in a panic. On the 19th Dartmouth was stormed. At the beginning of February Exeter was left blockaded, in order that the enemy might be pushed westwards. Goring abandoned his command in despair to fly into France; and with noble courage Lordmained but a blast of wind to blow down the tottering walls and chimneys." We may imagine the now conducted, and * Letter XXXI. in Carlyle.ct and firmness.
